Defining professionalism in anaesthesiology.
The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, through the CanMEDS 2000 project has identified the role of professional as 1 of 7 roles for which physicians are expected to be accountable when dealing with patients. Each specialty is responsible for defining this role relative to their specialty. The qualities of professionalism for anaesthesiology were defined through a Delphi process involving Canadian anaesthesiology educators. The panellists took part in 3 rounds that identified qualities in 3 distinct areas of professionalism - humanistic qualities, personal development qualities and anaesthesiology meta-competences. A total of 23 of 29 anaesthesiologists responded (79%) in round 1, with response rates to rounds 2 and 3 being 72% and 69%, respectively. Of the original 36 qualities, some were combined, definitions were changed in 23, 11 qualities were added and 4 were deleted, leaving a list of 40 qualities. There is considerable interest in this issue among the Canadian educators in postgraduate anaesthesiology. Consensus on important professional qualities for anaesthesiologists was obtained through the Delphi technique. These qualities will form the basis of identifiable professional behaviours to which anaesthesiologists should aspire.